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Through analysis of historical documents and on the
site visit to the relics of ancient villages, the existence
of the Kingdom of Tjuauvuuvulj can be ascertained
and identified as a combination of peoples of different
languages from all directions who happened to migrate
and converge together as a group of villages, forming
an alliance of offense and defense to resist invasions
from foreign regimes and safeguard their territory.
Leaders and headmen in the Kingdom followed
traditional social and political functions in governing
for a stable and developing society, exemplifying
multi-values of a modern nation.
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the coast of Fangliao and Fangshan as a measure to
deter the uprisings of the Paiwan people and in the
meantime to support the overland offensive of

Japanese troops.
Over a span of three months, the Japanese suffered a

death toll of 73 in the battles plus 11 from illness. As a
result of Japanese overwhelming advantage of military
power, on January 2, 1915 fighters from
tjuauvuuvulj (B X ) ~ ginaljan (1R 2 #8) ~ kuabal (8|
P) ~ valalji GBABM) ~ tjivavaw (KZEF) - laleklek (73
) ~ seven (130 ~ tjuaqatjiljai (MZH) ~ acedas (FI%
58) ~ uwaljutj (S 8158) ~ pinasasuwayan (HAFREE) ~
tjualjaviya ( ) ~ kuljaljau (F5#8) , etc. were forced
to surrender to and made peace with the Japanese
authorities. If we compare the military capabilities
each side possessed at that time, we will be surprised
at the Paiwan people’s obstinate resistance could
actually have stood for over three months, although
confronting with Japanese modern weaponry and well-
trained troops! Only valiant fighters with loyal
dedication and determination to defend their home
territory could have done that!
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The Nanfan Incident in 1914: Having pacified the
Atayal and Bunung resistance movements in response to
implementation of the weapons confiscation policy in
eastern and southern Taiwan in the third year of the
Taisho Era in 1914, the Japanese Imperial Government in
Taiwan gathered the Paiwan headmen to pay a visit to an
exhibition and demonstration of Japanese modern
weapons and airplane bombarding maneuver held at
Dagui Garrison Headquarters. In order to bring the
fearsome armed might of the aborigines under effective
control, the Japanese Governor-General’s Office in
Taiwan undertook a program of forced confiscation of
hunting rifles which the tribesmen depended heavily
upon for hunting. The Japanese police’s
uncompromising execution of that policy prompted the
iron-willed Paiwan people, specifically from those
villages in the Kingdom of Tjuauvuuvulj, to launch a
uprising on October 2 to kill Japanese policemen at
Fanshan Branch Office, etc. and take their guns, even
downtown Henchun was also attacked, leading to a series
of conflicts and suppression, pacification and
extermination actions from the modern and powerful
Japanese troops. The Japanese deployed warships along
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Following the reorganization of the alliance of
offense and defense of the Kingdom there occurred
the Battle of Shebulishe and the Battle of
Tsaopuhoushe, both at the Southern Paiwan areas
around Fengkang River in 1892. These two
incidents brought the Ching Dynasty with costly and
bitter impacts while exploring the possible east-west
transportation route.
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Shen Baochen ordered the modernly equipped
troops of the Ming Division, Huai Regiment under
the command of Tang Dingkuei, although nearly ten
thousand of them, to launch the battle against
villagers of Shitoushe in the name of defending the
Ching’s national defense in the southeast. The Ching
troops had achieved the determined victory in the
battle; however, in the meantime it took them more
than three months at the expense of a death toll of
thousands of officers and soldiers.
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The Battle of Shihtoushe in 1875: The Paiwan
ancestors of the Kingdom of Tjuauvuuvulj had been
noted for their valiant and skillful fighting tradition.
In order to protect their ancient spirit and living
territory they had on numerous occasions stood up to
with flesh and blood to resist invasions of enemies
from without in the stream of history, leaving
mountains and streams as witnesses of their brave
and righteous deeds of self-defense and sacrifice.
From 1874 Shen Baochen, the Governor of Ching
Dynasty, began to develop Henchun as a county and
fortified it surrounding walls as part of the efforts to
reinforce and modernize the island-wide defense
deployment so that this southeast territory could be
further secured. Shen’s merits in this regard had won
due recognition from both Ching and Chinese
historians. However, his strict policies of “exploring
the mountains, pacifying the savages” had
fundamentally undermined the traditional social and
cultural structures and values, thus had brought about
everlasting negative impacts on the aborigines in
Taiwan. His last and most devastating and punitive
battle happened to be the one at Shihwoushe in 1875,
in the domain of current Township of Lion.
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Before Mutanshe Incident in 1874, the Ching
Dynasty virtually respected the autonomous status of
the Kingdom of Tjuauvuuvulj, keeping their
relationship in a state of peaceful co-existence. The
designation of “uncivilized territory” used by the
Ching Dynasty to describe tjuauvuuvulj depicted the
fact that none of the external political powers had
ever entered into its territory.
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People in the Kingdom of Tjuauvuuvulj were valiant
and skillful fighters even in the Dutch occupation era
almost four hundred years ago. Some legends narrated
by elders in a village to officials during Japanese
occupation (1895-1945) as follows:

About three hundred years ago, around five hundred
Dutch troops attacked Baoboras (Neishihtou) village.
The latter could not possibly resist, then united with
Tocupul (Neiwen) village and finally killed all the Dutch
troops.

And:

About three hundred years ago, around three hundred
Dutch expedition troops attacked Baoboras (Neishihtou)
village, taking the advantage of overwhelming victory
they proceeded to attack Tocupul (Neiwen) village.
However, the latter met the enemy attack with its

advantageous geographical position and managed to kill

all enemy, leaving only three survived and some escaped.
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at about ten feet above the first group houses another row
of houses was situated parallel to each other, and so each
level went on, higher and higher up to the top of that
village. Their roofs were mostly covered with flat stones
like slates, supported by bamboo canes. The nooks of the
roofs of most houses had been filled up with straw. They
carried arms like bows, arrows, shields and pikes between

fifteen and eighteen feet long.
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According to the depiction of the Dutch records, the
people of the Kingdom of Tjuauvuuvulj were far more
civilized than the inhabitants of any other villages in
Formosa. The women as well as the men all went around
well dressed. The women wore skirts down to their ankles
and covered up their breasts. Their houses were situated
high up on a mountain slope, with the first group of

houses at the foot of the mountain,
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The power structure and social system in the Kingdom
of Tjaquvuquvulj were similar to those ancient feudal
ones in China. Law enforcement was carried out by
headmen or elders in the villages; its society with distinct
classes was characterized by producing and sharing
almost everything they had; every member state was
governed by a hereditary royal family; all adopted first

heir inheritance with gender equality; troops are farmers

and all men are fighters.
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Since late Ming Dynasty (17" century) Fukienese people
frequently traded with Formosan aborigines. They bartered
salt, ironware and cangans (cotton cloth), etc. for venison
and deerskins from the aborigines. Simply because their
trading spots in the south include current Dunggang and
Linbian, the aborigines to the south and east of Jialutang
had to pass through territory of the Kingdom of
Tjuauvuuvulj in order to trade with the Chinese. This is to
say that tjuauvuuvulj was the right track of the critical trade
route at least ever since late Ming Dynasty which happened

to be one of the three gold expedition routes during the

Dutch occupation of Formosa later in the 17" century.
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The Kingdom of Tjuauvuuvulj originally consisted of
ten villages scattered around fighting each other. Attacked
and forced by opponent villages from the east and north,
they respectively requested to the ruvaniyau and tjuleng
clan headmen in tjuauvuuvulj village by subjecting their
lands and people for protection. As a result, the two clan
headmen accepted their proposals and assigned those
original headmen in individual villages as administrators
to govern their own lands and people. Therefore, they
formed an alliance of offence and defense of 23 villages
of tjuauvuuvulj accordingly. Its population once reached
over four thousand, although the official records both in

the Dutch and Ching eras show as much as over three

thousand three hundred people.
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Long before the Dutch occupation in the 17" century,

there once existed a Kingdom of Tjaquvuquvulj in

southern Taiwan. Tonio Andrade identified it as a “proto-

state” which “was probably the most centralized

Austronesian political unit on Formosa.” It refers to the

areas of Neiwen villages in the current Township of Lion,

Towship of daren, the main village of which was called

Tocupul during the Dutch occupation era, Dagueiwen in

Ching Dynasty, and Neiwen under Japanese occupation

respectively.
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